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working hard to make ends meet, individual Canadians 

looking for work in what was initially a bleak employment 

landscape. Thatõs why our governmentõs main focus has 

been and will continue to be the economy, to keep 

Canadians working, to create good new jobs and to 

secure our recovery.  Through the G -7 and the G-20, the 

world has pulled together.  And from the beginning the 

world has looked to Canada, first in admiration, and now 

increasingly for guidance and for leadership.  As a 

country, weõre punching above our weight ñ far above our 

weight.  And now the heavyweights are coming to us for 

lessons.  

Proud to be Canadian  

In my travels as Chair of the International Trade 

Committee, I hear it again and again, leaders of the world 

looking at Canada and our economy with envy saying, 

òWe want to be Canadian.ó  Every time I hear it, I think 

what a time to be a Canadian. Youõre familiar with the 

reasons Canada stands out now more than ever:  low, 

increasingly low taxes; the lowest debt burden by far of 

the major advanced economies; rock solid banks; a major 

and effective stimulus program, the creation of almost 

430,000 new jobs since July 2009, more than we lost during 

the entire recession and a balanced budget on the 

horizon. These are major accomplishments. We all have 

the right to celebrate our performance during the deepest 

economic crisis since the great depression and the world 

leading strengths of our  economy.  But, even more, we 

have the responsibility to appreciate that Canadaõs 

advantages are rare and valuable, that they are not an 

accident, and that they are not guaranteed. They are the 

result of choices we have made.  And they depend on the 

choices we will make.  

Our top priority  

Tax rates, deficit projections, debt -to-GDP, job numbers, 

theyõre impressive but theyõre abstract.  Where they matter 

is in the lives of Canadians, our families, our businesses, 

our communities, our quality of life, the future of our 

children and grandchildren. Thatõs whatõs at stake.  Thatõs 

what our government is focused on. Thatõs what will remain 

our top priority. We cannot and must not be complacent.  

Yes, Canada has outperformed other countries during the 

global recession but still too many Canadians are looking 

for work.  For every one of them, a job isnõt just about 

putting food on the table; itõs about using their talents. Itõs 

about making a contribution. Itõs about their dignity.  Also, 

other Canadians are anxious.  Theyõre working flat out to 

pay the mortgage and wondering if theyõll make it this 

month.  They want to sign their kids up for hockey but 

donõt have the money to spare.  The recession isnõt their 

fault.  They look to us for leadership so we can get through 

it together.  And that means our governmentõs work must 

continue. We must stay on course. We must implement 

our stimulus plan fully and keep helping those who 

need it. We must return to balanced budgets and 

protect our Canadian advantage.  

The Risks we face  

But there are risks ahead, serious risks.  The global 

economic recovery does remain fragile.  In Europe, 

several countries are struggling to maintain control of 

their finances with implications well beyond their own 

borders.  In the United States, our main export market, 

the unemployment rate remains a full point and a half 

above ours.  Around the world, the growth we saw 

earlier this year has slowed.  And beyond the economic 

risks there is, I regret to say, a political risk.  That is the 

risk of an unnecessary election, an election that would 

jeopardize our economic recovery just as we enter the 

home stretch.  Canadians donõt want an election.  Our 

government isnõt seeking one and will look for 

cooperation to continue the progress this Parliament 

has achieved and keep Canada on track.  

Real benefits, strong leadership  

Canada is standing up for its sovereignty and interests 

on the world stage and  Canadians have received real 

benefits that deliver real support for the real world in 

which they live: cutting the GST; introducing the $1,200 

per year child care benefit; delivering the Tax -Free 

Savings Account.  We did all this and more while 

protecting health care and pensions.  But, most 

important, we met the challenge of the global economic 

crisis head on with our world -leading Economic Action 

Plan. We took preventative action.  We paid down debt 

when times were good, preparing for a rainy day.  We 

strengthened our already strong banking system.  We 

injected tax cut stimulus into the economy before the 

crisis. Then once the crisis hit, we didnõt panic.  Instead, 

we went to work.  This was a recession that came from 

outside of our country.  We listened to Canadians in 

one of the largest pre -budget consultations in history.  

We fast-tracked our budget becoming the earliest in 

Canadian history.  We delivered further tax cuts.  We 

enhanced EI benefits for those hit hardest by the global 

recession and we made job -creating investments in 

roads, bridges, buildings and other infrastructure that 

will leave a legacy for future generations. Our history 

shows Canadianõs are willing to work together, and to 

make tough but balanced choices when necessary, for 

the sake of achieving our shared goals. A country as 

great as Canada couldnõt have been built any other 

way. 

Itõs an honour and a privilege to serve as your MP, and 

to represent the views, contributions and aspirations of 

the people of Calgary Centre. I welcome your thoughts.  

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Lee Richardson 
Member of Parliament for Calgary Centre  
 

 

Itõs a good time for some serious, frank talk 
The fall session of Parliament has just started  

We have some important choices to make  
Choices that have consequences...  

An extraordinary time  

Weõve gone through an extraordinary 

time the past two years, a synchronized 

recession, the deepest since the 

depression, a global storm which though 

it has eased up has not yet passed.  Weõve 

all been affected, business owners 



 

 

Commemorating Calgaryõs Military Heritage  

                                 Calgary Stampede  

The Calgary Stampede has  benefited  from the Government of Canada's 

investment of $1,001,625  as part of the Marquee Tourism Event Program (MTEP).  

The Funding was used for special programming and marketing for this yearõs 

Stampede.  

The  Stampede is a volunteer -supported, not -for -profit community organization. 

The annual festival is one of Canadaõs most recognized tourism icons, attracting 

visitors from around the world and generating an economic impact of more than 

$100 million. òThis investment greatly benefits our city and the many 

businesses that provide services to the Stampedeó said Lee Richardson, Member 

of Parliament for Calgary Centre.  

New Citizenship 

Ceremony Room  
Lee Richardson took 

part in the opening of 

a new Citizenship 

Ceremony room in the 

Harry Hays Federal 

Building where he 

emphasized that with 

citizenship comes 

responsibilities. The 

new citizenship guide 

Discover Canada: 

The Rights and 

Responsibilities of Citizenship illustrates values such 

as freedom, democracy, human rights, the rule of law 

and the equality of men and women while asserting the 

responsibilities of Canadian Citizenship. Copies of 

Discovery Canada are available at the constituency 

office.  

Lee Richardson delivers remarks at the grand opening of the 

new Calgary Citizenship Ceremony room. 

Lee Richardson, MP  and Amanda Osborne, Project 

Manager for Calgaryôs Potential Place Society. 

Supporting Calgary Tourism  

Heritage Park  
Heritage Park is a spectacular tourist attraction and living 

museum. The Park renovations and expansions which began in 

2007 came one step closer to completion with the addition of 

two, century -old streetcars, No. 14 and No. 15, which will once 

again shuttle park goers 1.2 km to and from the main gates.  

The improvements to Heritage Park are part of a joint Federal 

and Provincial Government initiative totaling $18 million.  

òThe Heritage Park development is an important piece of 

infrastructure for Calgary that will boost our economy and 

create jobs for Canadians, said Lee Richardson, MP for 

Calgary Centre.  òIt is an example of how we are supporting 

infrastructure that creates jobs, helps the economy and 

benefits the community.ó 

Alida Visbach, president and CEO of Heritage Park delivers opening 

remarks along with L to R, a turn of the century  conductor, Alderman Andre 

Chabot, Gary Holden, President of Enmax, Alberta Minister of Culture 

Lindsay Blackett and Lee Richardson, MP for Calgary Centre. 

 

Working for Calgary  

A Federal 

Government 

investment of 

$240,000 will 

assist the 

Homelessness 

Partnering 

Strategy.  

Calgaryõs 

Potential Place 

Society will help 

people  with 

mental health   

disabilities that 

are homeless or 

at risk of 

homelessness 

make a 

successful 

transition into the 

job market, by 

providing essential life skills 

training,  job matching, work 

experience and long -term support.  

The Federal Government has been 

assisting the Calgary Homeless 

Foundation in meeting its 10 year 

goal to end homelessness by 

providing nearly $6 million in 

funding since 2009.  

For more information please visit:  

www.calgaryhomeless.com  

Preventing Homelessness in Calgary  

Artistôs rendering of Valour Park built on Canada Lands Company property 

at the Currie Barracks in Calgary 

Recently Lee Richardson took 

part in the inauguration of 

Valour and Victoria Cross 

parks at the Currie Barracks in 

Garrison Green, Calgary.  

Valour Park will serve to  pay 

tribute to the sacrifices made 

by Canadians who served in 

the Second World War.  

Located nearby is Victoria 

Cross Park which 

commemorates the 16 

Canadians who won the 

prestigious Victoria Cross 

during the Second World War 

for their heroic actions, which 

includes the well -known, 

Calgary -born squadron 

leader Ian Willoughby 

Bazalgette.  

For more information please 

visit my website:  

www.LeeRichardson.ca  



 

 

National Securities Regulator   Calgary Police and Crisis Team  

Recently Lee Richardson, MP took part in the Police 

and Crisis Team Program (PACT) launch open house. 

PACT is an innovative outreach service, a partnership 

between Calgary Police Services and Alberta Health 

Services. PACT consists of teams, each with a Police 

Constable, and Mental Health Clinician and are 

supported by a Supervisor and Psychiatrist.  

PACT services will help vulnerable individuals and 

families impacted by mental health issues, addiction 

or psychosocial crisis when homelessness and/or 

danger to the public is present.  

PACT will help to divert these individuals from busy 

hospital emergency rooms and remand, and connect 

them with resources in their local community.  

(Above) Tim Richter, President and CEO of the Calgary Homeless Foundation 

and Lee Richardson, MP join members of a PACT team at the launch of a Police 

and Crisis Team program. 

L to R: Lee Richardson, MP with  Quebec Finance Minister Raymond Bachand 

and Ted Menzies, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance. 
 

Recently Lee Richardson 

was a guest at the Calgary 

Chamber of Commerce 

where Alberta  

Finance Minister Ted 

Morton and Quebec 

Finance Minister 

Raymond Bachand 

discussed their opposition 

to a National Securities 

Regulator.  

A National Securities  

regulator as proposed by 

Federal Finance Minister 

James Flaherty would 

replace the 13 current 

Provincial and Territorial 

securities commissions.  

To learn more about both 

sides of this issue and  

others please visit my 

website at:  

www.LeeRichardson.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albertaõs manufacturing wood products sector will 

benefit from a knowledge sharing program between 

the Federal and Provincial Government.   

òOur Governmentõs investment in this initiative will 

help enable wood manufacturers throughout Alberta 

to continue to grow and create jobs,ó said Lee 

Richardson, MP for Calgary Centre.  

Specific activities will include site visits, seminars 

and workshops, establishing a technical help -line and 

implementing demonstration projects. The primary 

goal being to improve the sectorõs business 

productivity and competitiveness in the national and 

international marketplace. This represents a joint 

Federal -Provincial investment of $1,264,000  through 

the Canada-Alberta Western Economic partnership 

Agreement.  

 

For more information on this joint initiative and many 

others please visit: www.wd -deo.gc.ca  

Forestry Knowledge Transfer Project  

L to R: Lee Richardson, MP with Alberta Sustainable Resource 

Development Minister, Mel Knight 

Support for Women of Alberta  
  

  

L to R: Din Ladek, CEO of Immigrant Services Calgary, Lee Richardson, 

MP for Calgary Centre and Minister of State (Seniors) Diane Ablonczy. 

Immigrant Services 

Calgary recently 

Received Federal 

Funding through the 

ôWomenõs Community 

Fundõ of Status of 

Women Canada. To 

qualify for funding the 

projects must work to 

promote equality, and 

the full participation of 

women in the economic, 

social and democratic 

life in Canada. Federal 

support for programs 

like this across the 

country  has doubled to 

$19 million , the highest  

levels ever. òOur 

Government believes  

women and girls across 

Canada must be able to 

take on leadership and 

decision -making roles,ó 

said Lee Richardson, 

MP. òThrough this 

project, Immigrant 

Services Calgary is 

creating opportunity for 

270 immigrant women 

and immigrant  girls in 

the Calgary area, 

meeting their unique 

needs as they build 

meaningful mentoring 

relationships.  


